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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time, may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

" v lln Peri °^ rep, , y Spedfie ? a *°! e is less than thirty (30) days ' a re P |y within the statutor y minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

" ™?rS^JSh^^ a t ?'J he m3 £™ m f ai ^ Peri0d WNI app,y and wi " expire SIX < 6 > MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 USC51 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). y y 

Status 

1 )E] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 September 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)g] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) U32 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
1 0M The drawing(s) filed on 28 September 200 1 is/are: a)% a ccepted or b)D object ed to by th e Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14® Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 
15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 



1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 . 



Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of claiming the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) of United States 
provisional application, 60/236,576 filed on September 29, 2000. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 25 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "an" in line 2 
appears to be superfluous. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Cla im s 19- 27 are rejected un der 35 U.S .C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sher (US 



5,566,327). 

Re claims 19, 22 and 25, Sher discloses a central server (Fig. 1) to facilitate transactions 
within a coverage area (such as a theme park) comprising: 

a non-volatile memory to store a guest data object including a first data field containing 
information related to monetary credits (Money- Amount in Guest Card in Fig. 5); 

a network interface to communicate with a service terminal (POS station) or kiosk 
system, and; 

a processor (within the PC-machine 14) to receive information related to a guest of said 
coverage area (theme park) and information related to an amount of monetary credits to be 
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purchased from said service terminal or kiosk system by way of said network interface (16 or 23 
in Fig. 1), and to modify the monetary credits information based on said amount of monetary 
credits information (Requested Service and Remaining Balance in Fig. 5 and steps 207 and 208 
in Fig. 7A). 

Re claims 20, 23 and 26, Sher discloses the server as recited in rejected claim 19 stated 
above, where the guest data object further includes a second data field to contain information 
related to credit or debit card information of said guest (106 and 107 of Fig. 6A and col. 5, 11. 20- 
25). 

Re claims 21, 24 and 27, Sher discloses the server as recited in rejected claim 19 stated 
above, where the guest data object further includes a second data field to containing information 
related to a digital photograph of said guest (col. 4, 11. 61-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

„.. 5 jl The fo llowin g is a quotatio n of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms rh P h as is for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-18, 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sher 
(US 5,566,327) in view of Miyata (US 6,484,947). 

Re claims 1, 5, 6, 1 1, 12, and 28-32, Sher discloses a computerized theme park 
information management system using either contact type or non-contact type smart cards and a 
method of keeping an accurate record of monetary transactions. The method comprises steps of 
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receiving payment from a guest (steps 105-107 in Fig. 6A) for monetary credits; reading an 
identification tag (1 14 in Fig. 6B) to get identifying information. The steps further include 
accessing a guest data object using the tag identifier (col. 4, 11. 57-61) and modifying information 
related to monetary credits in a data field of a guest data object based on an amount of the 
payment (col. 2, line 38). Sher further discloses that the visitors (guests) may select the card type 
they prefer to use during their visit, keep as a souvenir or collectors item, or even reuse at a 
subsequent visit. 

Although the visitors may choose different graphics, colors, logos or text imprinted on 
the card body, Sher does not explicitly disclose that a guest may wear the card. 

Miyata discloses a portable non-contact type personal identification system. The system 
making utilization of data storage media is used as a means for facilitating the checking of 
visitors (guests), the identifying of persons, or the administering of payments of fees etc. in 
recreation sites and facil [tje^withAcapAcity„of_a 

sports stadiums, large-scale exhibition halls, and amusement parks (col. 1, 11. 12-20). Miyata 
further discloses fundamental functions of non-contact type personal identification, which is 
almost identical to that of Sher. In addition, Miyata's invention is integrating a data storage 
medium to a wearable object such as a wristwatch to form a portable and wearable non-contact 
type personal identification system. Through the integration process one can eliminate the 
repeated action of taking the storage medium in or out of a pocket, a wallet, or a bag. The 
process further reduces a possibility of losing the storage medium resulted in frequent 
requirement of presenting it close to its reading device. 




Application/Control Number: 09/966,677 p age < 

Art Unit: 2876 

In view of Miyata reference, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to further incorporate the integration step of 
combining a non-contact type data storage medium with a human wearable object such as a 
wristwatch in addition to a non-contact card type data storage device of Sher due to the fact that 
the data storage medium can be read by a reading device without taking it in and out of a pocket, 
a wallet or a bag frequently for the purposes of providing convenience to the data storage 
medium holder and reducing the possibility of losing the device. Furthermore, such modification 
of integrating a data storage medium into a wristwatch would have been an obvious matter of 
design variation, well within the ordinary skill in the art, and therefore an obvious expedient. 

Re claims 2-4, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected claim 1 
stated above, where receiving said payment is by a credit card, a debit card or cash (col. 5, 11. 20- 

22 of Sher). 

Re cla im 7, Sher in view of M iyata discloses the method as recited in rejected claim 1 - 

stated above, in which modifying said monetary credits information comprises a processor 
modifying said monetary credit information stored in the data filed of the guest data object (208 
in Fig. 7A and col. 2, 11. 1-20 of Sher). 

Re claims 8 and 9, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected 
claim 1 stated above, further comprising transmitting said tag identifier and said payment amount 
from a service terminal or kiosk system to a central server by way of a communication link (link 

23 or 16 in Fig 1 and col. 5, 11. 7-1 1). 

Re claim 10, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected claim 1 
stated above, further comprising: 
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transmitting a digital photograph information of the guest from the service terminal or 
kiosk system to the central server by way of the communication link; and 

writing the digital photograph information in a second data field of the guest data object. 
Sher discloses a way of verification process using biometric characteristics such as fingerprints, 
voice, digital signature, picture or retina of a card holder (col. 4, 11. 61-65). 

Re claims 13 and 14, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected 
claim 1 1 stated above, in which the input device comprises a keyboard. Sher discloses a visitor 
(guest) entering his/her demographic data for the guest card (tag) in step 104 of Fig. 6A. It is 
well known and easy to find a keyboard or touch screen type (col. 5, 11. 15-17) of input device in 
a service terminal or kiosk at sports stadiums, large-scale exhibition halls, and amusement parks. 

Re claim 15 and 16, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected 
claim 1 1 stated above, further comprising a display for displaying information related to the 

purchase of th e mone tary credits ( col. 5 , 11. 4-7). In addition, it is well known for a POS service 

station like PC-machine 14 of Sher's invention to include a printer to generate a receipt or report 
what services and products were delivered at what data and time at which location, and what 
visitor did use his/her card (col. 7, 11. 32-36). 

Re claim 17, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected claim 1 1 
stated above, further comprising a digital camera (12) for taking a digital photograph of said 
guest and wherein said processor (within the PC-machine 14) is capable of transmitting said 
digital photograph of said guest to said central server by way of said network interface (Fig. 1 
and col. 4, 11. 62-65). 
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Re claim 18, Sher in view of Miyata discloses the method as recited in rejected claim 1 1 
stated above, further comprising a credit or debit card reader to read information from a credit or 
debit card, and wherein said processor is capable of transmitting said credit or debit card 
information to said central server by way of said network interface (col. 5, 11. 20-25). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Mollett et al. (US 6,505,772) discloses an information management system for operation 
in a predetermined coverage area implementing a multi-purpose card held by a designated 
individual. 

Suzuki (US 6,129,274) discloses a system and method for updating purchasing 
transaction data using electronic personal digital shopping assistant. 

A ny inq uiry con cernin g t his communicat ion or earlier communications from_the 

examiner should be directed to Steven S. Paik whose telephone number is 703-308-6190. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (5:300am-2:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 703-305-3503. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-6893 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0530. 
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